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They introduced me to a large hall, the walls of which
were in mosaic, with pictures of animals and other
objects, and in the centre a fountain with trees on
-both sides. Men were standing right and left, all
silent, and in the centre of the hall three men were
standing to whom the four men handed me and they
held my clothes, as did the others. A man beckoned
to them and they advanced with me. One of them
was a Jew who told me in Arabic : ' Have no fear, I
am the interpreter.1 They took me to a great canopy
where the Emperor was sitting on his throne with the
Empress by his side. Six men stood on his right and
four on his left, all armed. Before saluting and approa-
ching him he beckoned me to sit down for a while to
calm myself, and I did as I was told. I then approach-
ed and saluted him and he ordered me to sit down,
but I refused. He asked me about Jerusalem, the holy
rock, the Sepulchre, the cradle of Jesus, Bethlehem,
the city of Al-Khalil, then about Damascus, Egypt,
Iraq and Asia Minor to which I replied, the Jew
translating between us. He was pleased with my
replies and told his sons : ' Honour this man and
assure him of his safety.' He then gave me a mantle,
and ordered that a horse with saddle and bridle be
given me, as well as a parasol as sign of safety." The
explorer calls the emperor * Takfor' and his father
' Girgis,' which is evidently wrong, for he was
Andronicus III and his father Andronicus II.
Constantinople had at that time lost much of its
past splendour, as the Crusaders had conquered it a
century and a quarter before, and destroyed many of
its palaces and churches, and it was often burned
during the war. Yet it was the grandest scene the
explorer saw in all his travels. He describes its
situation in a manner which proves his deep researches
and inquiries. He says : " Its greatness has no end,
and it is divided into two parts with a great river
between them (meaning the Golden Horn). This